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A recent research paper in the prestigious journal Nature, reports the formation of
mouse egg cells from male mouse cells. The mouse egg cells were fertilized with
mouse sperm and implanted into a mouse uterus. Seemingly healthy, fertile offspring
were born. This is therefore the first time that viable mammalian offspring have been
produced from two male parents. It raises the question of whether this can now be
done in humans.

Why would scientists want to do this? Researchers have been working for many years
to try and create healthy offspring from two male parents. Scientists had been asked
whether gay parents could ever have a child between them and must be a major factor
in pushing this research. That it has proved so difficult to achieve, makes it more
attractive to basic scientists, as to succeed would give a celebrity status. The lead
researcher Katsuhiko Hayashi said, “I don’t know whether this kind of technology can
really adapt to human society,” but predicts that it might take ten years more for
humans to be born from two male fathers. A”medical” justification for pursuing this
research is that it could allow treatment of rare causes of infertility, but this could
never justify the huge effort needed.



Laboratory scientists say that they are pursuing
knowledge wherever their research takes them, and
their research is therefore ethically neutral.
However, like the invention of artificial estrogens,
which led to contraception, what starts in the
laboratory has the capacity to have a major ethical
impact on society. This research on creating mice
with two fathers has predictably major societal
effects. The Catholic Church should look again at
the ethics of iPS cells and formation and use of
human iPS cells should be limited and monitored.
Research scientists will not police themselves, and it
is important that a body like JAHLF puts forward
ethical guidelines for the laboratory whether they
are adhered to or not.

    [1]  Linacre Quarterly 2020;87:347-350.

The key component of this research is the induced
pluripotent (iPS) cell, discovered in 2006. iPS cells
are touted as the ethical alternative to human
embryonic stem cells as they can differentiate into
all cell types. To obtain iPs cells, human skin cells
are reverted to an embryonic stem cell stage by a
chemical reprogramming process. There was a
rush to approve this procedure by Catholic
ethicists. The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
stated that iPS cells are an ethical alternative to
human cloning. The fact that live fertile offspring
can result if iPS cells are given the correct uterine
environment however, shows that production of
an iPS cell is not morally neutral. It has been
argued that because the iPS cell has the same
capacity to develop into an embryo as an
embryonic stem cell it is the moral and ontological
equivalent of an embryo. [1] 

Mice with Two Fathers cont...
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 Led by Christine Vollmer and completed in 1999 it is
gaining popularity not only in Venezuela, but in
other countries of Latin America, Eastern Europe and
Africa, in book and digital versions.

The success of this series in such varied countries
derives from its anthropological underpinnings, and
therefore a strict adherence to human nature, and to
the natural and universal physical and psychological
development of children and adolescents.  The
narrative technique allows the reader an objective
view of feelings and actions, and to consider options
and consequences. Insets of famous people from
history afford examples, as well as broadening
cultural horizons.

Alive to the World is proving that all children and
adolescents the world over desire, in addition to
security, significance, as Viktor Frankl was able to
prove neurologically.  Significance is that sense of
self-worth which is only gained by unselfish acts and
dedication to something superior to personal
interest. 

Buffered from woke subversions by easily recognized
truth, African children and adolescents are learning
with enthusiasm the way to real happiness.
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by Christine Marcellus Vollmer 

A project to reach 200,000 children and adolescents
in Africa with education in virtue and life skills is
presently being rolled out by Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN) and Hungary Helps.  

Led by Mrs. Danielle Sauvage, of the African Family
Life Federation (AFLF), also known as the
Federation Africaine d’Action Familiale (FAAF), this
project is delivering Alive to the World to chosen
diocesan schools in 18 countries, in English, French,
and soon in Portuguese and Swahili. Alive to the
World, Apprendre à Aimer, or Caminhos de Vida,
is an innovative curriculum spanning pre-school to
the last year of Secondary, with one lesson per week,
which originated in Venezuela and is spreading fast.
The 13 student texts are constructed as an on-going
story about a group of children as they grow, year by
year, encountering the universal human situations
lived by children and adolescents at school, on the
sports field, in the community and at home. 

Teacher Guides corresponding to each level offer
prepared lesson plans with suggested activities and
discussion points.  

The Pedagogy of the Integration of the Human
Person (PIHP), developed during the construction of
Alive to the World, centers on the importance of
each person learning to align the spiritual level
(intelligence and will), emotional level (impulses
and sentiments), and corporal level (where daily
actions take place), assuring that knowledge,
motivations and skills are consistent in daily life and
in a life plan.  Carlos Beltramo, PhD, co-author, has
become internationally known for this pedagogical
specialty. The collection originated in PROVIVE, a
prolife group in Venezuela, where the ideology of
IPPF, the World Sexology Association and other
groups were threatening to overrun the country. 

through the Alive to the World program
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“How can a human being not be a person?

Historically, the only human beings who were

not considered persons were slaves. If we decide

that some human beings are not persons, then

what kind of society do we live in?”

The contrast with Pope Frances’ apparent
reluctance to defend the unborn child as a
person could hardly be more striking. It is this
recognition of the ineliminable dignity of
human beings regardless of their stage of
development, circumstances of conception or
infirmities that is the true “key” to bioethics.
The conclusions set out in the subsequent
sections follow logically from this crucial
insight. 

The text is not too specialised for younger
readers but nor is it condescending. Only in its
discussion of brain death could the Lejeune
Foundation face honest criticism. Its dismissal
of the questions that have dogged this
hypothesis since its formulation in 1968 is
disappointing. However, such a topic was
probably too complex for a work of just 76
pages. Despite this, the need for such a robust
restatement of Catholic bioethics has never
been greater.

The concept of human dignity is the
foundation of modern human rights law. The
promotion and defence of human dignity
must also provide the basis of any authentic
understanding of bioethics. Although the
Keys to Bioethics (published in March 2023 by
the Jérôme Lejeune Foundation with the
support of the Dicastery for Laity, Family and
Life) does not address the concept explicitly,
human dignity is the lens through which it
examines the issues of abortion,
contraception, assisted reproduction, organ
donation and euthanasia.  

In the past, a manual on bioethics faithfully
setting out Catholic teaching for young
people would be unremarkable. However, in
light of the recent statements by Archbishop
Vincenzo Paglia calling Italy’s abortion law
“a pillar of our social life” and the legalisation
of assisted suicide in that country as “the
greatest common good concretely possible in
the [present] conditions”, this booklet seems
almost a sign of contradiction to the current
Vatican regime. 

The starting point for its exploration of
medical ethics is the irrefutable fact that
human life begins at fertilisation. It states
unequivocally that a unique human genetic
inheritance is determined at that precise 

moment. It then poses the question: “It’s a
human being, but is it a person?” In response,
it asks: 

by Liam Gibson
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Member's Report
 Legal and Social Notions on the issue of abortion in Brazil

Public debates on the topic are always quite
embarrassing, as abortion supporters often claim
that a million women die each year from abortions
in the country annually. This statement is
demonstrably false because 1.4 million people die
annually in Brazil - mortality from all causes. In
any case, the official data from Brazil’s Ministry of
Health and State Death Registration indicate that
around 70 women die due to abortion yearly. It is
worth remembering that some of these abortions
are spontaneous.

by Miguel da Costa Carvalho Vidigal

Abortion is a topic that consistently occupies
public and political discussions around the world
and has been a hot topic for the last three decades
to the present day. 

There was a time when debate on the subject was
unthinkable, this was especially true when the
presence of the Catholic Church upheld its moral
and social teachings. The right to life was
completely guaranteed, from the baby’s
conception to its birth, and received State
protection in a unique way. However, the abortion
proponents wove their arguments in private
circles. 

The Soviet Union was the first nation to approve
the practice of abortion as early as 1920. The
decision, taken by a bloodthirsty dictatorship, was
just another detestable element of the social
barbarism that overcame the region. Lenin
defended abortion clearly and incisively as early as
1913. This project was part of his proposal for
taking power. 

Over the last century, nations around the world
have followed the same path. Brazil has changed
its position like many other countries, mainly due
to the continuous decrease in religious practice.

Although the most ardent of abortion proponents
claim there are more than a million and a half
clandestine abortions, these numbers are in fact
fictitious. This is partially because there are no
serious data to prove these numbers as clandestine
abortions are not made known to the authorities.
The practice of giving fictitious statistics is nothing
new. Dr. Bernard Nathanson, the articulator of the
legalization of abortion in New York State in 1970,  
used the same number without presenting any
study that justified his false claim. 

It is also worth remembering the case of Uruguay,
a country neighboring Brazil. When abortion was
legalized there in 2012, pro-abortion activists
stated that 55,000 abortions occurred per year; in
fact, after the liberalization, despite the increase
due to advertising and the practice's authorization,
the official numbers never reached 10,000 until
2017.

In the article that deals with fundamental rights,
the Brazilian Constitution guarantees everyone the
inviolability of the right to life; in the country's
Civil Code, the rights of everyone from conception
are safeguarded. In addition to this clear
legislation and a few other  legal determinations of
the national legal system, Brazil is a signatory to an
International Treaty called the  
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American Convention on Human Rights. This treaty
was even incorporated into the Brazilian legal
system as a Law, in which it is determined that life
must be respected from the moment of conception. 

Nonetheless, some years ago, legislators changed
the Brazilian Penal Code to determine that the
criminal penalty would not be applied in certain
situations where abortion is performed. Thus,
women at risk of life during pregnancy and those
who became pregnant due to sexual violence could
decide to have an abortion without being
penalized. The Brazilian Supreme Court, with very
elaborate interpretations and without support of
specific law, determined that, as in the two
previous cases, there is no penalty for mothers who
decide to abort an anencephalic fetus. Now, under
Brazilian law, abortion remains a crime, even
though it is not punished under certain conditions.

There was a lawsuit filed by a socialist-inspired
political party calling for total and unrestricted
abortion liberalization until the third month of
pregnancy. It has been under deliberation by the
Superior Court for several years it could be put to
the test at any time. Among the judges in this case
is a magistrate who, before assuming his position
in the court, was one of the most active lawyers in
favor of abortion in the country. 

Neoconstitutionalism, a movement that aims to
place Fundamental Rights at the center of all legal
decisions, tried to counter the exaggerated
optimism coming from abortion supporters
preceding the lawsuit that would liberalize
abortion. However, by fixing the so-called
Fundamental Rights in this position, what was seen
was the growth of the well-known phenomenon of
"judicial activism." This activism has precisely been
causing courts around the world to give way to
what had once been an indisputable 

matter such as abortion. As in the legislative plan,
through those whom the people elected, there is no
chance of an expansion of the abortion law in Brazil.
According to the most recent opinion polls, more
than 80% of the Brazilian population are either
opposed to abortion or understand that it should
not be extended in any way; therefore the only
window of opportunity for abortion advocates is to
work with the judiciary.

The decision would have to go through the group of
11 magistrates that make up the Brazilian Supreme
Court. Additionally, there would have to be very
considerable judicial activism in order to find
arguments in favor of further liberalization of
abortion. 

The question is will the magistrates have the
courage, without majority support and the public’s
vote, to extend abortion decriminalization beyond
what it is currently? Analysts who have been
following the matter understand that the court
seems divided and that a narrow margin of votes
will mark the decision since it is impossible to
predict the final vote and conscience of the judges
who make up the court. 

It should be noted that contrary to what
abortionists plan, there are bills in place within the
Brazilian legislature that aim to limit abortion,
either through a statute of the human embryo or by
parliamentary initiatives aimed at the full
protection of the unborn child, or even the general
prohibition of abortion. 

The fact is that our Congress, which holds legislative
power in Brazil, does not seem to be interested in
increasing the prospect of access to abortion.
However, Congress does not seem interested in
prohibiting the practice either. This lack of resolve
on the part of the members of Congress, whose jobs
are guaranteed by public vote, is due to the waning
pressure they receive from the public, despite  
Brazilians being generally against abortion.
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Moreover, several pro-life organizations have been
urging the courts not to approve abortion.
Recently, the new board of the Episcopal
Conference of the Catholic Church made a public
statement encouraging priests and faithful to
speak with the Federal Supreme Court so that it
does not approve the action seeking its
liberalization. In addition, a number of lawyers,
doctors, and other professionals have gathered
together in professional bodies to oppose abortion.

The recent decision of the American Supreme
Court to overturn Roe v. Wade encouraged
Brazilians all over the country. Especially the huge
March for Life in Washington D.C. and other
public demonstrations throughout the world that
defend life and fight against abortion.

Pope Francis’ Radical Paradigm Shift 
and  Bold Cultural Revolution
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Let us hope that Our Lady of Aparecida, patroness of
Brazil, intercedes in heaven and inspires, both
legislators to make laws that defend human life
from its conception and judges who are called to
defend that law and refrain from being tempted by
the desire to become legislators which is contrary to
the Brazilian constitutional order.  

English Translation from Portuguese by Danielle
Christtine Caramico Steffen de Cruz Sánchez

Steven Mosher interviews President Dr. Ward

Steven Mosher:  Dr. Ward, as the President of the JPII
Academy for Human Life and Family, how do you and
other members of the Academy view the upcoming
Synod on Synodality, which will be held in Rome from
October 4 to 29? 

Dr. Thomas Ward:  I and many other members of our
Academy are deeply concerned that the Synod on
Synodality will be used to affect a radical paradigm
shift on Catholic morality on life and the family.

Steven Mosher: That’s a bold claim that will shock
many. Can you substantiate it?

Dr. Ward: Yes, I can. Let me quote the words of senior
churchmen who are openly working for this radical
paradigm shift in Catholic morality, starting with 

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, whom Pope Francis
appointed to head the Pontifical Academy for Life
(PAV). In the words of Archbishop Paglia, the role of
PAV is:

“to accept the invitation contained in paragraph 3 of his
Apostolic Constitution Veritatis Gaudium (the Apostolic
Constitution on Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties) for
a radical paradigm shift in theological reflection.” [1]

“...to render a service to the Magisterium by opening up a
space for dialogue that makes research possible and
encourages it. This is how we see the role of the Academy,
which Pope Francis himself also wanted on the front line
on delicate issues  to be addressed through a
transdisciplinary approach.” [2] [emphasis added]
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Cont... Assisted Suicide 

Steven Mosher: So that striking phrase, “radical
paradigm shift,” comes from Francis himself. 

Dr. Ward: A paradigm is a conceptual framework.
Paradigm shifts in science arise when the dominant
paradigm is thrown into crisis by new information.
The result is that the previous paradigm is replaced by
a new conceptual framework or system of beliefs. But
bear in mind that in this case, the “paradigm” in
question is our system of Catholic beliefs.   

And, to answer your questions, the phrase comes from
paragraph three of Pope Francis’ encyclical Veritatis
Gaudium, where he calls for “a broad and generous
effort at a radical paradigm shift, or rather – dare I say
– at a bold cultural revolution.” [3] 

Steven Mosher: As someone who is intimately
familiar with the tragedy of China’s Cultural
Revolution, the call for a “bold cultural revolution”
has a disturbing ring.

What have Paglia and PAV done in recent years to
advance Francis’ “bold cultural revolution”?

Dr. Ward: As I have mentioned, Archbishop
Paglia organized an interdisciplinary study seminar
that resulted in a book called Theological Ethics of Life:
Scripture, Tradition, Practical Challenges. Published by
PAV, the book was, in Archbishop Paglia’s own words,
an attempt to accept the invitation contained
in Veritatis Gaudium  for a “radical paradigm shift in
theological reflection.” 

Then there are Archbishop Paglia’s own public
statements about issues like assisted suicide and
abortion, where he simply refuses to defend the clear
teaching of the Church:

“Personally, I would not practice assisted suicide, but
I understand that legal mediation can constitute the
greatest common good concretely possible in the
conditions in which we find ourselves.” [4]

“I think that law 194 [which legalized elective
abortion in Italy in 1978] is now a pillar of
our social life.” When subsequently asked if
he intended to question this law, Paglia
replied: “No, absolutely, absolutely!” [5]

Finally, there is the undeniable fact that a number of
Paglia’s new appointments to PAV are of people who
vehemently disagree with the Church’s teaching on
contraception, abortion, and euthanasia. 

Steven Mosher: Aside from Paglia and the PAV, who
are some of the others collaborating with Francis on
the “radical paradigm shift” we have been talking
about?

Dr. Ward: First of all, we need to understand that all
of this  predates the election of Pope Francis. For
example, we know that ex-cardinal Theodore
McCarrick was in conversations about electing
Cardinal Bergoglio to the papacy. He reports that one
influential Italian told him that Cardinal Bergoglio
“could reform the Church. If we gave him five years,
he could put us back on target… [he] could make the
Church over again.”[6]

After Francis’ election, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the
Vatican Secretary of State, joined the chorus. Speaking
of the release of Amoris Laetitia, he said it  marked a
“paradigm shift” for the Church. [7] 

In the U.S. you have clerics like Cardinal Blaise Cupich
contributing to the “cultural revolution” in the
Church within his archdiocese by, for example,
redefining marriage preparation courses. Cupich has
said, “The core goal of formal teaching on marriage is
accompaniment, not the pursuit of an abstract,
isolated set of truths. This represents a major shift in
our ministerial approach that is nothing short of
revolutionary.” [8]

cont... Pope Francis’ Radical Paradigm Shift 
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 Steven Mosher: I am reminded that, from the time of
its founding by Christ the Catholic Church began to
carry out its own benign “cultural revolution” on the
pagan world, especially in the areas of marriage,
family, and sexual morality.

Dr. Ward: Yes, you might say that the Church led a
bold cultural revolution in these areas that led to a
paradigm shift in people’s thinking.

It was Kyle Harper, a professor of Classics, who coined
the term “the first sexual revolution” to describe the
displacement of the pagan sexual mores of Ancient
Rome by Christian sexual morality. Among other
things, this new paradigm prohibited homosexual
acts and sex outside of marriage. This Christian
paradigm shift changed the Western world vastly for
the better and was the dominant paradigm in the
Western world for nearly two thousand years.

Steven Mosher:  The early Church fathers understood
the importance of standing fast on questions of sexual
morality, did they not? My impression is that they
didn’t skirt around what Paglia now calls “delicate
issues” but addressed them head-on, as Christ
Himself did.

Dr. Ward: You are absolutely correct. Take
the Didache: The Lord’s Teaching Through the Twelve
Apostles to the Nations (Διδαχὴ Κυρίου διὰ τῶν
δώδεκα ἀποστόλων τοῖς ἔθνεσιν), which is our
oldest extant written catechism. 

The Didache is dated by modern scholars to the first
century and was the product of second-generation
Christian writers known as the Apostolic Fathers. 

The Didache makes it clear that there was no middle
ground between the pagan Roman culture of death
and the new Christian culture of life. “There are two
ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great
difference between these two ways,” the Didache itself
notes. It goes on to specifically forbid murder,
adultery, corrupting boys, sexual promiscuity, theft,
abortion, and infanticide. Christians were told in no 

uncertain terms not to forsake or subtract from the
Lord’s commandments.

Steven Mosher: Turning now to the Synod on
Synodality, do you think that this is part of the “bold
cultural revolution” that is to lead the Church to the
promised “paradigm shift”? I note that even leading
cardinals cannot clearly articulate the meaning of
synodality, which suggests to me that there is a lot of
smoke and mirrors at play here. 

 Dr. Ward: I see the upcoming synod not merely as a
component of the cultural revolution, but even more
as the actual mechanism through which the paradigm
shift is to be accomplished.

Let me explain. Paglia’s book, Theological Ethics of Life:
Scripture, Tradition, Practical Challenges, was really kind
of a trial run for the upcoming Synod. When he was
asked if the “free and open discussion in the book is a
sign of synodality,” his answer was an emphatic yes.
“There is no other way, especially when it comes to such
fundamental issues as those involving the multiple
dimensions of human life,” Paglia said. “We followed a
path of study and reflection that led us to see the issues
of bioethics in a new light, starting with the role of
discernment and the formed conscience of the moral
agent… It is certainly a process that reflects the synodal
breadth and climate in which Pope Francis wishes the
Church to operate.” [9]

Steven Mosher: It sounds like Paglia is saying that
individuals (moral agents) can discern for themselves
how they should behave in the light of the modern world

and Bold Cultural Revolution
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we live in, and the Church’s role is merely to
“accompany” them in that decision.

Dr. Ward: Precisely. And if the Church were to accept
and embrace supposedly superior modern cultural
and scientific insights on life and human sexuality,
she would in so doing reject 2,000 years of
magisterial doctrine based on the teachings of Jesus
Christ. She would thus have abandoned humanity to
neo-pagan nihilism and essentially denied Her salvific
role.

Steven Mosher: Do you think that this will be the
outcome of the Synod on Synodality, especially with
reference to life, family, and sexual morality? 

Dr. Ward: I am deeply concerned. Consider the views
of those who have been placed in charge of this
revolutionary exercise. The relator – the chief writer
and manager – of the Synod is Cardinal Jean-Claude
Hollerich, S.J. from Luxembourg, who has publicly
espoused teachings and practices that are clearly
contrary to what the Church has always taught. The
Secretary of the Synod is Cardinal Mario Grech who,
despite not being a recognized theologian, is already
making claims about the Synod on Synodality’s
doctrinal importance. 

Then there is Father James Martin, S.J., who is
notorious for his nonstop LGBT advocacy. Personally
appointed by Pope Francis to participate in the Synod,
Martin immediately celebrated this as a victory for
homosexuals, saying, “For many LGBTQ people, so
long accustomed to not even being mentioned – far
less listened to – this was a historic step forward. As
such the Synod has been, in a church of light and
shadow for LGBTQ people, a definite light.”  [10]

Perhaps the most alarming revolutionary
development in recent weeks has been
the Pope’s appointment of Archbishop Victor Manuel
“Tucho” Fernandez to the Dicastery for the Doctrine
of the Faith. Fernandez was reportedly instructed that
he was not simply to relay “the perennial teaching of
the Church” but to ensure that Francis’ “recent 

magisterium” is taken into account and avoid
correcting “doctrinal errors.”

Rorate Caeli reported that “Fernandez has said that
Francis told him to ‘promote thought and theological
reflection in dialogue with the world and science, that
is, instead of persecutions and condemnations.’” [11] 

This sounds to me like a kind of preemptive strike
against those who would defend the perennial
teaching of the Church, no less than an
encouragement to the cultural revolutionaries to be,
as Francis earlier put it, “bold.” However radical the
“paradigm shift” proposed by those managing the
Synod on Synodality turns out to be, Fernandez seems
unlikely to oppose it. 

Steven Mosher: In politics, we often say that people
are policy, that is to say, that the kind of people you
appoint to positions of authority in a sense
predetermines the outcome. Do you think that the
appointment of Cdls. Hollerich and Grech to Synod
leadership positions “stack the deck” in favor of
heretical views? 

 Dr. Ward: Absolutely. And the most courageous
defenders of the Catholic faith of our time do well.
The late, great Cardinal George Pell, for example,
noted that “Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich has
publicly rejected the basic teachings of the Church on
sexuality, on the grounds that they contradict modern
science. He added that in normal times this would
have meant that his continuing as relator [of the
Synod] was inappropriate, indeed impossible.’” [12]

Cardinal Grech’s appointment as secretary of the
Synod, along with his subsequent comments on the
revolutionary changes that the Synod might bring
about, caused Cardinal Gerhard Müller to object. The
former head of the Vatican’s doctrinal office said that
while Cardinal Grech, speaking on the correct
reception of the council’s ecclesiology in the light of
the Synod, presents himself as a super authority, he is
not a recognized theologian, and he has no
importance in academic theology...  he is presenting a 

cont... Pope Francis’ Radical Paradigm Shift 
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new hermeneutic of the Catholic faith only because he
is the secretary of the Synod, which has no authority
about the doctrine of the Church; and all these Synods
of Bishops [leading up to the Synod on Synodality]
and the process has no authority, in no way a
magisterial authority. [13]

Asked further what he made of the focus on the
“LGBTQ” community, Cardinal Müller replied that
“the aim of this ideology [is] to instrumentalize [the]
Catholic Church to promote their own ideas.” [14]

The final word belongs to the great Cardinal Raymond
Burke who, referring to the Synod comments about
the supposed need to modernize Church teaching to
conform to society and science, said the following:
“These are human inventions, human ideologies that
are being pushed and the Church is being used…
almost like a government agency that’s being
manipulated to foster certain programs and certain
agendas. And so, we need to wake up to what is
happening.” [15]

Two millennia ago, the Didache warned us that “there
are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is 

a great difference between these two ways.” If, God
forbid, an immoral revolution by “Catholic”
churchmen was to succeed in reinstating pagan
sexual mores in the Church, it would be as if Christ
had never walked this earth.

It is not possible. 

 Steven Mosher: No, it is not. And we have Our Lord’s
promise that the gates of Hell will not prevail against
His Church. But it seems to me that we, the laity, must
also do our part, and in the weeks leading up to the
October Synod lift up our prayers to heaven for this
intention, and voice our concerns to our priests and
bishops. 

Dr. Ward: You are so right to end on a note of hope,
and it is a hope I share with you.

Let us all remember, as Cardinal Müller writes in his
new book, True and False Reform: What it Means to
be a Catholic: “Jesus Christ is the name of the only
revolution that deserves to be called one, not just
because He made something better for the next time,
but because He made everything good and new
forever.”

 References

[1]  http://www.vaticannews.cn/en/vatican-city/news/2022-06/archbishop-vincenzo-paglia-pope-francis-interview-theological-et.html
[2] http://www.vaticannews.cn/en/vatican-city/news/2022-06/archbishop-vincenzo-paglia-pope-francis-interview-theological-et.html
[3] This vast and pressing task requires, on the cultural level of academic training and scientific study, a broad and generous effort at a radical
paradigm shift, or rather – dare I say – at “a bold cultural revolution”.[27] In this effort, the worldwide network of ecclesiastical universities and
faculties is called to offer the decisive contribution of leaven, salt and light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the living Tradition of the Church, which
is ever open to new situations and ideas. Veritatis Gaudium (par. 3) Emphases added 
[4] https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254160/pontifical-academy-of-life-president-calls-medically-assisted-suicide-feasible
[5] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CC24DvVl8ds
[6] https://romalocutaest.com/2020/06/30/the-influential-italian-man-mccarrick-touted-the-praises-of-bergoglio-prior-to-the-conclave/
[7] https://www.ncregister.com/blog/cardinal-parolin-amoris-laetitia-represents-new-paradigm-spirit-and-approach
[8] https://www.lastampa.it/vatican-insider/en/2018/02/09/news/pope-francis-revolution-of-mercy-amoris-laetitia-as-a-new-paradigm-of-catholicity-
1.33978121/
[9] https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2022-06/archbishop-vincenzo-paglia-pope-francis-interview-theological-et.html
[10] https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2023/07/11/jim-martin-syond-pope-lgbtq-voices-245668
[11] https://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2023/07/in-blessing-ccp-bishop-francis.html
[12] https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-catholic-church-must-free-itself-from-this-toxic-nightmare/
[13] https://www.ncregister.com/interview/cardinal-mueller-on-synod-on-synodality-a-hostile-takeover-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-we-must-resist
[14] https://www.ncregister.com/interview/cardinal-mueller-on-synod-on-synodality-a-hostile-takeover-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-we-must-resist
[15] https://ewtn.co.uk/article-cardinals-muller-burke-rebuke-german-bishops-over-same-sex-union-blessings/
[16]  https://stpaulcenter.com/product/true-and-false-reform-what-it-means-to-be-catholic/
 

and Bold Cultural Revolution

11

https://ewtn.co.uk/article-cardinal-muller-on-synod-on-synodality-a-hostile-takeover-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-we-must-resist/
https://ewtn.co.uk/article-cardinals-muller-burke-rebuke-german-bishops-over-same-sex-union-blessings/
http://www.vaticannews.cn/en/vatican-city/news/2022-06/archbishop-vincenzo-paglia-pope-francis-interview-theological-et.html
http://www.vaticannews.cn/en/vatican-city/news/2022-06/archbishop-vincenzo-paglia-pope-francis-interview-theological-et.html


On 30th October 2022, my wife seemed entirely well. We set off to Church together on our
bicycles. At 10:41 a.m. her heart stopped and she collapsed. She was resuscitated but did not
regain a heart beat for 40 minutes. By the grace of God (and very remarkably) she survived
but lives now with a very severe brain injury. After 2 months in ITU and on a chest ward she
went for rehab but was found to be too unwell for rehab. In April, 5 months after the
original injury, she came home to my care. She has been home now for 7 months.

It’s hard to put into words the things I have learnt, the dashed hopes of recovery and the
joys of seeing her home. Clearly, and especially at the start, I hoped for substantial recovery.
She did indeed recover till about New Year, but after that, made little progress. I now do
not expect much improvement and realise that I love her now as she is. She does not have to
get better to “qualify” for my love and care... She is my wonderful wife and that cannot be
taken away.

I Live with a Saint,I Live with a Saint,   
for Whom I Carefor Whom I Care

by: Dr. Adrian Treloarby: Dr. Adrian Treloarby: Dr. Adrian Treloar

She remains very unable and fully dependent upon the care of myself and her carers. She
talks a tiny amount, very little, and continues to be the leader and inspiration of the
wonderful family that she created with God and with myself. The huge pain of seeing her so
poorly has been accompanied by very many kindnesses shown to us by others.

For myself, while I yearn that she might be better, I can also be grateful for her Extreme
Unction. She has become incapable of sin and has received absolution through that
sacrament. My wife is a pure soul. While I might well prefer that she could be well enough
once again to be able to sin, she is not. I live with a saint, for whom I care. We have also
received very many kindnesses and graces as a result of the last year.

It is indeed a joy to care for her, to have her home, to hold her hands and to push her in her
wheelchair. Carers do this for love. To be able to care is, for me, a huge gift and privilege.
As St Catherine Labouré said of those for whom she cared, “I see the face of Christ in each
one served.”
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