
For Alfie Evans 

No man and woman of good will can remain indifferent watching the 
plight of Alfie Evans and his parents – their heroic battle against the 
tyranny of a medico-legal alliance. 

The 23 month-old boy has remained alive for two days breathing on 
his own after having been removed from ventilator support on 
22/04/18. He was granted Italian citizenship, and a medical air-
ambulance was ready to take him to the Bambino Gesù Hospital in 
Rome for continued appropriate supportive care. 

Yet the High Court of Manchester has ruled on 23/04/18 that the 
child will not be allowed to fly to Italy! 

Is not the most obvious question that should prick our collective 
conscience: Who has the natural right to care for Alfie and 
safeguard his best interest? Is it the state or the child’s parents? It 
is self-evident that parents, by virtue of the parent-child relationship, 
have the natural right to act in the best interest and welfare of their 
child; and the exercise of this right cannot be unjustly denied by 
coercive state interference except in cases of abuse and neglect. 

The second question which should prick our collective conscience 
is this: What does “best interest” refer to? To act in the best interest 
of someone is to will his or her good. The most fundamental good in 
this earthly life is none other than life itself, of which the most 
foundational dimension is the biological (vegetative) life. Who is the 
author of life if not the Creator God Himself? No human being is the 
author of his own life. The most basic human right is the right to life, 
and therefore the most fundamental duty of all men and women of 



good will is to safeguard human life from its very beginning to its 
natural end. Alfie’s right to life and his parents’ right to do what is in 
the best interest of their son mean that they must be allowed to 
fly to the Bambino Gesù Hospital. 

From the above considerations, it is evident that the action of the 
High Court is a clear violation of basic human rights, both of the 
right to life and the natural right of parents. In what way then is the 
Court fulfilling its function as an instrument of justice? 

Any man and woman of good will can recognize that the disregard 
of the right to life as well as the disregard of the natural right of 
parents are acts of injustice. 

Therefore, as men and women of faith, we, members of John Paul 
II Academy for Human Life and the Family stand in solidarity with 
the parents of Alfie Evans. We earnestly urge that legal authorities 
(the Court of Appeal) let Alfie be transferred to the Bambino Gesù 
Hospital where he may receive appropriate treatment and care. We 
also respectfully ask that His Holiness Pope Francis renew his 
support for Alfie, and that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will also 
intervene on behalf of Alfie, and that every doctor at Alfie’s bedside 
will not do anything to hasten his death or shorten Alfie’s life. 


